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School’s In Newsletter
NEWSLETTER  

The School Support Program is very pleased to be publishing the 13th edition of our School’s In for Refugees newsletter. In 
this edition we have been able to profile a small proportion of the innovative, creative and inspiring developments and 
activities taking place across the education sector. These support refugee background students and their families to be 
engaged and participate in schools and communities across Victoria. The fact that such amazing work has continued 
to be developed against a background of significant changes and uncertainty over the past 12 months, is testament to 
the resilience, deep commitment and capacity of the education sector to meet the needs of all students and families                     
participating in Victorian schools.  

On 13 June 2013, Senior VCAL students from Mount Lilydale Mercy College played an integral role facilitating workshops at the 
Global Gathering, an annual event (co-ordinated by Foundation House) designed to provide inter-cultural contact between students 
from schools within the eastern region of metropolitan Melbourne. The attendees were a mix of primary and secondary school         
students with a range of different cultural backgrounds, from both government and non-government schools. 

 Edition 13 2013

PAGE

We had great fun doing the different activities. The 
ones we liked best were the martial arts and the 
animals. We met some of our friends from other 
schools and made some new friends. The food was 
very nice and we enjoyed the wraps. It is good to 
meet different people and learn about their culture. 
We felt very happy at the end of the day.

Dim and Thay Hay
Ringwood Secondary College
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The day started with an interactive African drumming              
session that filled the venue with rhythm as hundreds of 
hands struck the cowhide drums in unison. Senior VCAL 
students joined in, before preparing to facilitate the first of 
four workshops. The workshops were designed around the 
theme ‘Healthy Relationships’, with the simple aim for par-
ticipants to have fun.  There was much smiling and laughter 
as VCAL students and attendees participated together in a 
range of interactive games. Throughout the activities, many 
VCAL students demonstrated leadership by problem-solving 
and taking the initiative to guide attendees in the activities, 
some of whom were recent arrivals to Australia. 

Communicating with an audience that included refugees was a focus in planning 
the workshop. Some students brought a projector to the event and used PowerPoint 
to communicate visually with photographs, while others printed pictures, and used 
diagrams where necessary. During 
each workshop, the VCAL students 
demonstrated a welcoming spirit 
that became  contagious. By the 
end of each workshop, participants 
grew in confidence and were soon            
laughing and high-fiving our VCAL 
facilitators. 
At the conclusion of each workshop, 
VCAL students distributed a peace 
bracelet and homemade lollies to 
each of the participants. The lollies 
were made in an earlier project by 
the VCAL students, and were pro-
duced under Occupational Health 
and Safety standards and labelled 
to show ingredients. The peace 

bracelets were purchased with money the VCAL students had raised through an    
organised activity at the school involving teachers and students, in the weeks 
leading up to the event. 
At the conclusion of the day each participating school was presented with a gift.  
The Senior VCAL students were given a special thank you and a round of applause 
for their efforts in fundraising, planning, and assisting on the day.  Overall the day 
succeeded in developing an understanding and respect for people from different          
cultures, while creating and strengthening links between local schools and services. 
Thank you to all the Mount Lilydale Mercy College VCAL students who participated 
on the day, and in the planning, of an event that celebrated the rich cultural diversity 
of schools within the Eastern region. 
Steve Tarulli, Applied Learning Coordinator, Mount Lilydale Mercy College.

www.foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/service_innovation_program/working_with_schools/school_program.htm
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Many newly arrived refugee background students, parents 
and carers speak limited English. Therefore, schools need 
to book on-site or telephone interpreters for the enrolment 
interviews. This is a free service for all government schools. 
The use of family, friends or untrained personnel as  
interpreters risks compromising confidentiality and 
the possibility of incorrect translation.

Confidentiality is part of a professional interpreter’s code 
of ethics. It is important to inform parents and carers of 
what the rules of confidentiality mean at the beginning 
of the interview, as parents and carers may be wary of                      
sharing personal information with a stranger, particularly if 
they have links to a shared community. Optimal communi-
cation reduces anxiety and facilitates the meeting or inter-
view. Before booking an interpreter, establish the preferred 
language of the parent or carer, and the preferred gender 
and ethnicity of the interpreter.

The family may know of an interpreter they have used in 
the past (whether you are utilising a telephone interpreting 
service or an on-site interpreter). It is important that your 
school develop a policy on the use of interpreters and train 
all school staff in booking and working with interpreters. 
The policy should also ensure that parents and students are     
informed about the availability of interpreters provided by 
the school should they require them (for parent/teacher     
interviews or at the time of enrolment).

Tips for using on-site interpreters
1. Arrange seating to facilitate communication between 

yourself and the parent/carer and student. The ideal 
seating arrangement is a triangle, with participants at 
equal distances from each other, so that eye contact can 
be maintained at all times (if culturally appropriate).

2. Introduce everyone and establish roles.
3. Avoid private discussions with the interpreter.
4. Speak directly to the parent/carer/student, on first-person terms.
5. Use short sentences.
6. Speak slowly and clearly but naturally. Avoid jargon if 

possible and do not raise your voice.
7. Allow the interpreter to translate in regular and short 

intervals.
8. If you feel that the interpreter and parent/carer/student are 

speaking together and excluding you to the extent that you 
are not establishing communication with them, you should 
stop the interview, clarify the ground rules and start again.

9. Summarise your discussion periodically throughout the      
interview, to ensure shared understanding of what is being 
said.

Translating and interpreting support for schools
DEECD provides interpreting services for matters relating 
to SRP (School Resource Package) funded students whose                     
parents are from a language background other than English, 
and require assistance in their first language, in understanding 
the information being presented by the school. 

On-site and telephone interpreters are available for:
• parent/teacher interviews
• information dissemination about specific school programs 

to parents from language backgrounds other than English

• meetings with parents from language backgrounds other 
than English on issues concerning their children

• educational assessment of students from language 
backgrounds other than English

• assistance to parents from language backgrounds other 
than English with enrolment of their children in a govern-
ment school.

Also, parents can initiate assignments upon request for    
student/school-related matters.

Telephone interpreters 
All Graduates (the current DEECD–contracted provider) offers 
Interpreterline, a telephone interpreting service, available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

Telephone interpreting services can be used effectively for:
• emergencies such as accidents, illness and discipline issues
• contacting parents who have difficulty coming to the school 

during normal hours
• accessing languages where there are limited numbers of 

accredited interpreters available
• confirming appointments with parents and carers.

Other interpreting support
It may be very important to inform families that they are entitled 
to have an interpreter for a range of other services, as older 
children are often relied upon to interpret for families. The 
Department of Immigration And Citizenship (DIAC) provides a 
free translating and interpreting service (24 hours a day, seven 
days a week) for families to communicate with DIAC and a range 
of other approved services (medical practitioners, pharmacies, 
not-for-profit, non-government organisations and others) (DIAC, 
2011). Centrelink and Medicare also provide free interpreting 
services.

Translated information
There is a vast amount of translated information available 
to schools in a range of community languages. The DEECD 
website contains a series of 29 translated school notices in 
21 community languages.

Information about early childhood transition to school and 
completing school transition and learning statements are 
available in the following languages.
Note: the (v) symbol indicates there is also a video available:   
Albanian, Arabic (v), Burmese, Cantonese (v), Chin, Dari (v), 
Dinka (v), Karen (v), Khmer, Korean, Macedonian, Mandarin (v), 
Nuer (v), Punjabi, Russian, Serbian, Somali (v), Spanish, Thai, 
Turkish and Vietnamese (v). 
www.education.vic.gov.au 

Translating school notices
Some cultural groups and newly arrived communities may 
not have their languages represented on these lists, or                                           
appropriate information available in their own languages. Some 
cultures have a strong oral tradition, and the languages spoken 
by families may not have a written component. Schools may              
request translation of other documents that fall into specific            
categories and are within maximum word limits. This service is 
free to government schools within established guidelines. 
For further information see: www.education.vic.gov.au 
To see Promoting the engagement of interpreters in Victorian health services, 
click here: http://refugeehealthnetwork.org.au/promoting-the-engagement-of-
interpreters-in-victorian-health-services/2

WORkING WITH INTERpRETERs ANd TRANsLATORs

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
www.education.vic.gov.au
www.education.vic.gov.au
http://refugeehealthnetwork.org.au/promoting
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A vision
Imagine a school where students, teachers, parents and 
the community are learning together and supporting each                  
other to achieve personal goals. In this school everyone feels             
connected to a common vision which they all helped to create. 
In the classroom students are engaged and purposeful and 
can articulate their learning intentions to anyone who asks.  In 
the playground you see children reminding each other to use 
strategies like “turtle” or going to the “red zone” to manage 
their strong emotions. 

This is what you see at Sacred Heart Primary School (SHPS) in       
Fitzroy. Principal, Mary Lawrey, is very proud of the school and 
the commitment from teachers, students, parents, families 
and the community to work together to build a vibrant learning 
community.

However SHPS wasn’t always like this and could easily be 
called a ‘turnaround school’. Huge commitment over the 
last few years to making changes in learning outcomes and 
school culture, is what has enabled this cohesive, vibrant 
engaged learning community. Below is an outline of how the 
school engaged in three particular programs to assist them 
in creating an inclusive learning environment for students 
and families.

The Background
Sacred Heart  Primary School is located next to public housing 
in Fitzroy which is home to significant numbers of people from 
refugee backgrounds. In 2008 the school welcomed a recently 
arrived group of people from South Sudan.

The arrival of this group into the community had a                                   
significant impact on the school. Children with little or no 
experience of education enrolled across all year levels. 

LEARNING ANd jOuRNEyING TOGETHER 
A scHOOL TuRNAROuNd sTORy ABOuT pARENT ENGAGEmENT

New arrival parents struggled with settlement issues in-
cluding housing, employment, food, health and how to  
parent their children in a completely new environment and 
culture. The children, suffering from the effects of trauma, 
had difficulties with their ability to regulate emotions and 
reactions, and this led to a reduced capacity to engage in 
learning. Teachers struggled to maintain the safe, orderly 
environment necessary for learning, and cater for the di-
verse needs of all the students. The school went into crisis.

Many different strategies were trialled in order to address 
the issues, but it wasn’t until a whole-school, coordinated 
approach to building capacity of the school community was 
employed, that things started to change. The situation was 
complex and the solution required a dynamic approach. No 
one factor was more important than another. It was not a linear 
process, but rather a generative one. As one strategy took off, 
another evolved alongside, which instigated others.

The strategies
1. In late 2009 a major shift happened when the school 
began working with the Victorian Foundation for Survivors 
of Torture (Foundation House) in their Family Strengthening 
Strategy (Strengthening Family Wellbeing - A Strategy to   
Support Families from Refugee Backgrounds). 

SHPS Principal Ms Lawrey and Michelle Sampson     
(Family School Partnership Convenor, Catholic Education  
Office  Melbourne), started to attend the monthly strat-
egy meetings. This allowed them many opportunities 
to seek counsel from the community advisors in regard 
to concerns around the refugee-background of Sudanese  
students and parents at their school. Receiving advice from 
trusted community elders was invaluable and contributed 
to an enormous learning experience for the whole school.

With the support of the community advisors, Foundation 
House staff, and SHPS teachers, the Talk’s In program (from           
Foundation House) was amended to suit parents’ needs, and 
was rolled out in May and June 2010 over four workshops. 
Positive changes for students, parents and teachers were              
immediate. The parents felt more comfortable in the school 

3

Between 2007 to 2012 the strategy was built around three     
regional networks comprised of senior representatives from 
key family agencies, and an advisory group of representa-
tives from the following communities: 
• Sudanese backgrounds (Northern)
• Burmese-Karen backgrounds (Western)
• Afghan backgrounds (South Eastern)
Each advisory group acted as a bridge between service            
providers and their wider communities. Each network          
developed a myriad of grass-root initiatives and spin-off           
projects, in cooperation with participating agencies. 

...continued  over

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
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environment and talking with teachers. Students calmed down 
and teachers felt more relaxed and confident.

Through this process of listening to all stakeholders and         
deliberately seeking out the views of all involved, a new                
vision statement with a strong motto of “Learning Together” 
was developed at the school. The motto can be seen proudly 
displayed everywhere in the classrooms, corridors and on all 
school publications. 

Through building the capacity of teachers to engage with their 
students literacy and learning it was found that the students 
needed   effective strategies to help them manage their emo-
tions, so that they were able to concentrate on their learning. 

2. After consultation with, and support from, Austin CAMHS 
(Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service) and CASEA 
(CAMHS and Schools: Early Action Program), the school        
decided to put in a Social Emotional Learning (SEL) pro-
gram which specifically addressed emotional literacy, by               
teaching skills and strategies to help understand strong  
feelings and emotions, and work towards self-regulation. The 
PATS program (Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies) 
has now been operating in the school for 18 months. It is 
a whole-school approach enabling language, strategies, and 
behaviour management to be consistent across the school. 
The data collected around the program shows evidence 
that wherever the program has been implemented it has 
been found to decrease aggressive behaviours, anxiety 
and depression, and promote a safe and positive school 
culture. Ms Lawrey states that, “In our first year the data 
showed significant improvement across all students. It has 
built capacity in each student to self-manage and self–regu-
late, which has led to positive learning.”

Knowing that building parents’ capacity to engage in 
their child’s learning was imperative to improving student            
learning outcomes, Ms Lawrey and her staff have worked 
carefully to engage families and increase their understand-
ing of the way their children learn. Regular “Talking Circles” 
are hosted, where parents can ask questions about their 
children’s learning and teachers can explain contemporary 
learning strategies. Teachers go on weekly home visits to 
build relationships with the families, and to share positive 
stories of the children’s learning at school. Parents are 
now seen as co-educators of their children, and the school          
actively seeks ways to link them to their child’s learning. 

Building parents’ and carers’ understanding about the                   
importance of early learning and school readiness was                      
identified as another issue, and SHPS reached out for help 
from the broader community. 

3. In a parallel process, a partnership with Berry Street was 
initiated via the Foundation House Family Strengthening 
Strategy, and a Sudanese Early Learning is Fun (ELF) Play 
and Learn Group was established. This group was based 

on the early learning support resources Berry Street had                           
developed specifically for Sudanese background communities. 

The approach was collaborative and participatory, the 
methodology was innovative and the commitment was                    
dedicated to cultural strengthening and peer-peer knowledge 
exchange. It demonstrated the importance of nurturing the 
relationships between parents and their children, adapt-
ing traditional activities to highlight the ways children learn 
through play, informed by current understandings of early 
learning. 

Parents’ and carers’ engagement in the ELF program at 
SHPS has meant that children are far more prepared for                                    
formal schooling, and has added another dimension to the                                   
engagment of families with the school.

“This journey is never ending,” says Ms Lawrey, “and we 
continue to look at ways to deepen our relationship with the 
parents and families and link them to their child’s learning.” 
The experiences at SHPS show that it is not getting to the 
destination that is important, but the direction in which the 
school community all journey together.
 
Interviewer: Briele Hansen, Schools Project Worker, Foundation House with Mary 
Lawrey, Principal, Sacred Heart Primary School, Fitzroy. 

Images sourced from: ‘I can read everywhere!’ by the South Sudanese Early 
Learning is Fun Play and Learn group, 2013. Hosted by Sacred Heart Primary 
School, Fitzroy. 

4

The ELF project involved Berry Street working with lead-
ers from the Sudanese, Afghan and Karen communities to             
develop culturally appropriate resources and strategies with 
the aim of: 
•Increasing the participation of families of refugee 
   backgrounds in the early years of their childrens’ learning 
•Increasing access to culturally inclusive bilingual resources 
•Raising awareness of the needs of families of refugee 
   backgrounds in the service provider community
   http://www.berrystreet.org.au/RefugeeProject 

...continued from page 3

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.berrystreet.org.au/RefugeeProject
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FOUNDATION HOUSE 
FILM FUNDRAISING 
EVENT 2013: The Rocket

Since 2006 the staff at Foundation House have been  
supporting Char Horish School in Bangladesh. Char 
Horish was built with the aid of funds raised by Foundation 
House staff, and through our film night fundraiser last 
year, we managed to raise over $8000. These funds 
continue to support the school with its ongoing costs,  
including teachers’ salaries, books and stationery etc.

We would be delighted if you would join us this year, for 
our next fund raising film night event. Your contribution 
and support for this important cause is most needed and         
appreciated. The funds we raise are auspiced through CO-
ID Australia, a registered Australian charity, building and 
operating schools in Bangladesh. For more information on 
CO-ID Australia, click here: http://www.fredhyde.org/
Tickets will sELL OuT, so book NOW and help children 
in Bangladesh receive an education. It’s easy...

Just follow this link to make a simple credit card     
payment: http://wwwtrybooking.com/dBxE

To watch The Rocket movie trailer, click here: 
http://www.therocket-movie.com/

details: 
The film: The Rocket (Rated M) 
date: Wednesday 28th August
venue: Cinema Nova, 380 Lygon St, Carlton
Time: 6.30pm mingle, drink and introduction
film commencing: 7:30pm
cost: $40.00

Ticket includes, film, popcorn, 1 soft drink or choc top and 
a contribution to the Char Horish School. Please print out 
your tickets and bring with you to receive your movie mun-
chies on the night.

Event enquiries, siobhan: omaras@foundationhouse.org.au 
Bookings, kerry: munneryk@foundationhouse.org.au

www.foundationhouse.org.au / 03 9389 8938

foundation House provides professional learning for 
those who work in and with schools about:
o The refugee experience
o The impact of trauma on learning and wellbeing
o The role of teachers and schools in supporting 
   recovery from trauma
o Classroom strategies to support recovery from trauma
o Supporting the individual refugee background 
   students in the classroom
o Developing a whole school approach to supporting 
   refugee background students
o Managing disclosure of traumatic material

The foundation House schools support program 
offers:
o Participation in the Foundation House Refugee Action 
   Network strategy
o Access to resources for schools
o Support for teachers or groups of teachers to plan, 
   review and complement existing practices and approaches   
   to supporting students of refugee backgrounds
o Partnerships with schools on school-led initiatives
o Collaboration with school leaders and teachers on 
   areas identified as priorities
o Tools, strategies and support to schools as part of the 
   Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Tortures’ specialist 
   service for refugees
o Flexible approaches to professional learning, including 
   presentations, workshops, facilitated professional 
   learning activities, guest speakers, small group work and 
   secondary consultation
o Foundation House newsletter for schools

THE fOuNdATION HOusE 
scHOOLs suppORT 
pROGRAm 

School’s In for             Healthwize    Talk’s In
Refugees

Klassroom             Taking Action      The Rainbow 
Kaleidoscope         Program

The schools support  program assists 
schools in  their  work with refugee  students 
in  V ictor ia.  The program works in par tnership 
with the Department of  Educat ion & Ear ly 
Chi ldhood Development (DEECD) and the 
Cathol ic  Educat ion Of f ice.

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/service_innovation_program/working_with_
schools/resources.htm

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.fredhyde.org/
http://www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingEventSummary.aspx?eid=54006
http://www.therocket-movie.com
http://www.cinemanova.com.au/
mailto:hansenb@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:munneryk@foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/service_innovation_program/working_with_schools/resources.htm
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/service_innovation_program/working_with_schools/resources.htm
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kEEpING IT ON THE BOIL
How can we keep people thinking about the needs of students of refugee backgrounds, and their families?  A 
good idea is to run some staff training to highlight the issue. Perhaps it’s even more important to constantly keep 
this issue in the minds of all those in the school.  Here are some simple, quick and effective ways to “keep 
it on the boil”. A similar sequence of actions could be repeated annually over a whole term, without much 
work.  In fact, all these actions could be prepared in one session and set up ready to go throughout the term.

1. Understanding  
 our students  
 

2.  Understanding 
 our families’ 
 country 
 backgrounds  
 
3. Working with 
 Interpreters 

4. Modifying work 
 for EAL students  

5. UN Definition of 
 Refugee 

6. Handout from 
 Child Safety 
 Commissioner,  
 Calmer Classrooms 
 – a snapshot. 
 The Impact of 
 trauma on learning 
 p29-30 

7. Moses Story  

8. Transition
 Report from the 
 English 
 Language
 School 

9. The Language 
 of EAL - Quiz  

10. Classroom 
 strategies to 
 overcome blocks 
 to learning 

11. Talking in Tune 
 DEECD DVD
 excerpts  
 

WEEk TOpIc  mOdE Of dELIvERy REsOuRcEs/AcTIONs/fOcus

Definition of “refugee”. Confidential information summarised from school enrolment 
data- number of students at each year level, country of birth, cultural background,  
time in Australia, languages spoken, Visa numbers.

Using enrolment data, prepare a summary about students’ country backgrounds             
prepared from Wikipedia, or other websites. Can be compared to Wikipedia’s descrip-
tion of Australia. Use profiles from DIAC: http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/de-
livering-assistance/government-programs/settlement-planning/community-profiles.htm

Use roleplay suggestions from “Talking in Tune” DVD.  Have a LOTE teacher run a mini-les-
son in a language other than English, and lead a discussion about the different reactions

EAL staff to show examples of work that has been modified for EAL students, and 
explain the procedures for booking time to consult with EAL staff.

Copy to create an A3 poster, highlighting some key words.  Leave copies on staff tables 
in staff lunch eating areas, and pin to noticeboard.

Print off this double page resource for each staff member and hand out at a staff 
meeting. Pin up enlarged copies on noticeboards in staff areas.

The list of 11 Classroom practices for dealing with traumatised children could be 
included, one at a time, in a staff bulletin over 11 consecutive days (perhaps in 
Refugee Week?).

In a staff meeting, ask 4 people to read in turn.  If there is time, ask for suggestions 
about how our school could support a student such as Moses.

Deleting identifying information, show on Powerpoint a sample transition          
Report from the English Language School, and explain how staff can access 
this information. Alternatively, explain the enrolment and transition procedures 
for the student transitioning from an ELS.

Give out lolly prizes to any person who can give an accurate Translation of the           
following abbreviations (answers on p vii Schools In for Refugees) AMEP, ELS/ELC, 
ESL/EAL,LMERC, MRC/MIC, SIFR, RAT, UNHCR, DIAC, VFST, CMY, RMP

Give out a copy to each staff member, explaining the ‘blocks to learning that can 
arise from a refugee experience’, and ask staff to privately tick the boxes, as to how 
frequently they use these classroom strategies.

Show video excerpts of Talking in Tune in the staff meetings before each parent/
teacher/student meeting to remind staff of the skills in using interpreters and        
welcoming families.

Staff Meeting (30min)

Short summary in staff
bulletin and/or
lunchroom tables

Staff meeting (20min)

Staff meeting (20min)

Schools In for Refugees, 
p31 - Print on A3 then pin 
to noticeboard

Schools In for Refugees 
p171-172 

Schools In for Refugees 
p23-25 (10min)

Prepared Powerpoint 
presentation at a staff 
meeting
(5min) 

Quick Quiz at a staff 
meeting (10min)

Schools In for 
Refugees Tool 5, 
p194 (5min) 

Twice yearly at staff 
meetings (10min)

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
 http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/delivering-assistance/government-programs/settlement-planning/community-profiles.htm
 http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/delivering-assistance/government-programs/settlement-planning/community-profiles.htm
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multicultural Events calendars sourced & adapted from:
http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/a-multicultural-australia/calendar-australia/
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/projects-and-initiatives/events-calender
http://australia.gov.au/topics/australian-facts-and-figures/calendars-of-events
http://www.harmony.gov.au/get-involved/

muLTIcuLTuRAL EvENTs 2013
August
8 Thu Eid al Fitr (end of Ramadan) 
9 Fri  National Day Singapore
9 Fri  International Day of the World’s Indigenous People Australia
9 Fri  Garma Festival, NT (to 12 Aug)
10 Sat  National Day Ecuador
11 Sun  National Day Chad
14 Wed  Independence Day Pakistan
15 Thu  Dormition of the Theotokos 
15 Thu  Independence Day Republic of Congo
15 Thu  Independence Day India
17 Sat  National Day Gabon
17 Sat  Proclamation of Independence Indonesia
19 Mon  Independence Day Afghanistan
20 Tue  Day of the Foundation of the State of Hungary and St Stephen’s Day
21 Wed  Raksha Bandhan
24 Sat  National Day Ukraine
24 Sat  Mareeba Multicultural Festival, Qld
25 Sun  Independence Day Uruguay
27 Tue  National Day Moldova
28 Wed  Krishna Janmashtami  
TBC  Karen Wrist Tying Ceremony, Hobart 

september 
1 Sun National Day Libya 
1 Sun Constitution Day Slovakia 
1 Sun National Day Uzbekistan 
1 Sun Parkash (First reading) Aadh Granth Sahib
2 Mon National Day Vietnam 
TBA Torres Strait Cultural Festival Indigenous Australians  
TBC Brisbane Festival (TBC) 
3 Tue National Foundation Day San Marino  
5 Thu Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year) 
6 Fri National Day Swaziland 
7 Sat Independence Day Brazil 
8 Sun National Day Andorra 
8 Sun Independence Day Macedonia, The former Republic of Yugoslav 
9 Mon National Day Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
9 Mon National Day Tajikistan 
9 Mon Ganesh Chaturthi 
11 Wed Nayrouz – Coptic New Year
14 Sat Yom Kippur (Jewish Day of Atonement) 
15 Sun Independence Day Costa Rica 
15 Sun Independence Day El Salvador 
15 Sun Independence Day Guatemala 
15 Sun Independence Day Honduras 
15 Sun Independence Day Nicaragua 
16 Mon Proclamation of Independence Mexico 
16 Mon Independence Day Papua New Guinea 
17 Tue Australian Citizenship Day
18 Wed National Day Chile 
19 Thu Independence Day Saint Kitts and Nevis 
19 Thu Mid-Autumn (Moon) Festival 
19 Thu Sukkot (7 days)  
21 Sat National Day Armenia 
21 Sat National Day Belize 
21 Sat Independence Day Malta 
21 Sat German Oktoberfest (to 6-Oct) 
22 Sun Proclamation of Independence Mali 
23 Mon National Day Saudi Arabia  
24 Tue Independence Day Guinea-Bissau 
30 Mon National Day Botswana

November 
1 Fri Anniversary of the Revolution Algeria 
1 Fri National Day Antigua and Barbuda 
3 Sun Independence Day Dominica 
3 Sun National Day Federated States of Micronesia
3 Sun National Day Panama 
3 Sun Prosperity Feast Mandaean 
3 Sun Deepavali - Festival of Lights - Hindu, Sikh, Jain
4 Mon National Day Tonga 
5 Tue Al Hijra/Muharram (Muslim New Year)   
5 Tue Melbourne Cup 
9 Sat Independence Day Cambodia 
11 Mon Remembrance Day  
11 Mon National Day Angola 
12 Tue Birth of Baha’u’llah 
14 Thu Ashura   
16 Sat International Day for Tolerance  
17 Sun Birth of Guru Nanak Dev Sahib - Sikh
18 Mon Proclamation of Independence Latvia 
18 Mon National Day Oman 
19 Tue National Day Monaco 
22 Fri Independence Day Lebanon 
24 Sun Martyrdom (Shahidi) of Guru Tegh Bahadur  
25 Mon White Ribbon Day, Australia 
25 Mon National Day Bosnia and Herzegovina 
25 Mon Independence Day Suriname 
28 Thu National Day Albania 
28 Thu National Day Mauritania 
28 Thu Proclamation of Independence Day Timor-Leste 
28 Thu Chanukah - Festival of Lights (to 5 Dec)  
30 Sat St Andrew’s Day 
30 Sat Independence Day Barbados 

december
1 Sun National Day Central African Republic 
1 Sun National Day Romania 
1 Sun First Sunday of Advent  
2 Mon National Day Laos 
2 Mon National Day United Arab Emirates 
5 Thu The King’s Birthday Anniversary Thailand 
6 Fri Independence Day Finland 
8 Sun Immaculate Conception 
10 Tue Human Rights Day  Australia 
11 Wed National Day Burkina Faso 
12 Thu Jamhuri Day Kenya 
16 Mon National Day Bahrain 
16 Mon National Day Kazakhstan 
17 Tue National Day Bhutan 
18 Wed National Day Niger 
18 Wed National Day Qatar 
23 Mon Emperor’s Birthday  Japan 
24 Tue Christmas Eve - Carols By Candlelight 
25 Wed Christmas Day 
26 Thu Boxing Day 
27 Fri Woodford Folk Festival, Qld (to 1 Jan)
31 Tue New Year’s Eve

October 
1 Tue National Day China 
1 Tue National Day Cyprus 
1 Tue Independence Day Guinea 
1 Tue National Day Nigeria 
1 Tue National Day Palau 
1 Tue Independence Day Tuvalu 
3 Thu Day of German Unity Germany 
3 Thu National Day Iraq 
3 Thu National Foundation Day Republic of Korea 
4 Fri National Day Lesotho 
9 Wed Independence Day Uganda 
10 Thu Fiji Day Fiji       continued...

12 Sat Independence Day Equatorial Guinea 
12 Sat National Day Spain 
14 Mon Vijay Dashami (Dasera)  
15 Tue Eid al Adha (to 18 October) 
19 Sat National Day Niue 
20 Sun Birth of the Báb - Baha’i
20 Sun Inauguration (Gurgadi) of Guru Granth Sahib - Sikh
20 Sun United Nations Day 
24 Thu Independence Day Zambia 
26 Sat National Day Austria 
27 Sun National Day St Vincent and the Grenadines 
27 Sun National Day Turkmenistan 
28 Mon National Day Czech Republic 
29 Tue Republic Day Turkey

7

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/a-multicultural-australia/calendar
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/projects-and-initiatives/events
http://australia.gov.au/topics/australian-facts-and-figures/calendars
http://www.harmony.gov.au/get
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child fund connect’s Our day project (26 minutes)
combines video footage of children in Australia, Laos, Vietnam 
and Timor-Leste have produced about their lives. It shows how 
daily life is very different – but also in many ways the same – in 
very different parts of the world. To access this site click here:  
http://www.childfundconnect.org/ourdayproject

Invisible picture show
‘Hundreds of thousands of children worldwide are affected 
by immigration detention. Children fleeing war, violence,  
famine and poverty are too often met with iron bars and 
isolation. Hidden from the public, they are vulnerable to 
abuse and often lack adequate access to medical care 
and education. The media are routinely denied access to 
detention centres, meaning that it is very difficult for the 
world to know about or understand the plight of children in             
detention. The children are, in many respects, invisible. The 
‘Invisible Picture Show’ will help make the invisible visible.’ 
http://vimeo.com/47089759  To discover, click here:
http://www.invisiblepictureshow.com/

uNHcR’s “Against All Odds”
“Against All Odds” is an online simulation game for High 
School students. In the game, students follow a young 
person’s flight from oppression in his/her home coun-
try to exile in an asylum country. The game is intended 
to increase students’ awareness and knowledge about               
refugees – where they come from, what situations they 
have faced, and how they adapt to their new lives. There 
is a teacher’s guide with suggested lesson plans to                         
accompany every level of the game. It provides background 
material, exercises and discussion topics aimed at increasing 
students’ understanding of refugee issues. To play, go to: 
http://www.playagainstallodds.com/game_us.html

For more information and the teachers guide click here: 
http://www.playagainstallodds.com/teachersupervision/
us/pdf/Introduction_LH_UK_all.pdf

count me in! A resource to support EAL students with refu-
gee experience in schools
“This resource supports a whole school response to students 
with refugee experience who have exited New Arrivals Program 
(NAP) centres and are now at mainstream schools.” To access 
this resource click here: http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/literacy/
files/links/Count_me_in.pdf

Refugee Week 
is Australia’s peak annual activity to raise awareness 
about the issues affecting refugees and celebrate the 
positive contributions made by refugees to Australian          
society. Refugee Week is always held from Sunday 

to Saturday of the week which includes 20 June (World 
Refugee Day). For more information see: http://www.refu-
geeweek.org.au/index.php

To access Refugee Week Resources click here: http://www.
refugeeweek.org.au/resources/kit.php
The Asylum seeker Resource centre 
The Asylum Seeker Resource Centre was established to pro-
vide support and advice for those seeking asylum in Australia.
To access The Asylum Seeker Resource Centre resource kit 
click here: http://www.asrc.org.au/media/documents/stu-
dent-resource-kit.pdf

Refugees’ Australian stories
celebrating the positive contribution of refugees to Australia
“Refugees have been coming to Australia since early 19th 
century. They are our neighbours, co-workers and friends. 
They contribute to our economy, social development and     
cultural diversity, reinforce our humanitarian values and 
provide a connection to other parts of the world. This web-
site uses images and the spoken and written word to share 
the “Australian stories” of 12 refugees who came to Australia 
from different parts of the world, at different times in history 
and have made this country their home.” To access this site 
click here: http://www.ras.unimelb.edu.au/Refugees_Aus-
tralian_Stories/

Refugees’ real stories
“Behind the rhetoric on refugees and asylum seekers are real 
people, each with a unique and often tragic story to tell.

As part of Amnesty International’s Rethink Refugees                
campaign, [they are] featuring real life stories of people who 
have left their homes, friends, family and everything they 
know to escape violence, persecution or worse.

Watch and share these real life stories, and help bring real 
people into the debate surrounding refugees and asylum 
seekers.” 

To access these stories click here: http://www.amnesty.org.
au/refugees/comments/24438/

Refugee Hotel 
“Refugee Hotel is a groundbreaking collection of                  
photography and interviews that documents the arrival 
of refugees in the United States. Evocative images are      
coupled with moving  testimonies from people describing 
their first days in the U.S., the lives they’ve left behind, 
and the new communities they’ve since created.”

To see a digital version of this book and learn more, click here: 
http://voiceofwitness.org/previewrefugeehotel/#sthash.
QiMPk8oe.dpuf 

ExpERIENcING EmpATHy: ANOTHER WAy TO BROAdEN TEAcHING ANd 
LEARNING skILLs fOR REfuGEE BAckGROuNd yOuNG pEOpLE...
When families and young people arrive in our school communities as asylum seekers and refugees, they all have stories 
of loss and displacement. They all experience a change in culture and most will speak limited English. Each one will have 
strengths and capabilities, but will need time to learn how to use them in a new culture and life. This is a collection of re-
sources which can be used to explore and deepen understanding of the complex and difficult journeys people experience. 
They can be used with students and groups of teachers, but some of the material is difficult. It is important that you explore 
them yourself before sharing them with others because not all material will be appropriate for all audiences, particularly 
younger students and in some circumstances, people who have refugee backgrounds.

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.childfundconnect.org/ourdayproject
http://vimeo.com/47089759
http://www.invisiblepictureshow.com
http://www.playagainstallodds.com/game_us.html
http://www.playagainstallodds.com/teachersupervision/us/pdf/Introduction_LH_UK_all.pdf
http://www.playagainstallodds.com/teachersupervision/us/pdf/Introduction_LH_UK_all.pdf
http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/literacy/files/links/Count_me_in.pdf
http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/literacy/files/links/Count_me_in.pdf
http://www.refugeeweek.org.au/index.php
http://www.refugeeweek.org.au/index.php
http://www.refugeeweek.org.au/resources/kit.php
http://www.refugeeweek.org.au/resources/kit.php
http://www.asrc.org.au/media/documents/student-resource-kit.pdf
http://www.asrc.org.au/media/documents/student-resource-kit.pdf
http://www.ras.unimelb.edu.au/Refugees_Australian_Stories
http://www.ras.unimelb.edu.au/Refugees_Australian_Stories
http://www.amnesty.org.au/refugees/comments/24438
http://www.amnesty.org.au/refugees/comments/24438
http://voiceofwitness.org/previewrefugeehotel
sthash.QiMPk8oe.dpuf
sthash.QiMPk8oe.dpuf
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dANdENONG
Term 3

Thursday 1st Aug 2013

9am – 4:30pm

Foundation House
155 Foster St, Dandenong

fOuNdATION HOusE scHOOLs TEAm

Sharrin Murphy: 
School Support Worker, East
03 9389 8980
murphys@foundationhouse.org.au

Anne Cary: 
School Support Worker, South
03 8788 3358
carya@foundationhouse.org.au

Ged Lannan: 
School Support Worker, Rural & Regional
0409 417 150
lannang@foundationhouse.org.au

Katherine Cooney: 
Schools Support Coordinator
03 9389 8926
cooneyk@foundationhouse.org.au

Briele Hansen: 
School’s In for Refugees Project Worker
03 9389 8938
hansenb@foundationhouse.org.au

Simone Cassidy:
School Support Worker, West
03 9389 8915
cassidys@foundationhouse.org.au

Maureen O’Keefe: 
School Support Worker, North
03 9389 8937
okeefem@foundationhouse.org.au

Chris Pierson: 
Manager, Service Innovation Program
03 9389 8963
piersonc@foundationhouse.org.au

school’s In for Refugees
This is a comprehensive introductory course recommended by Foundation House for those 
working with refugee-background students.  It is appropriate for those working in schools 
and other educational settings, at primary, secondary and post-compulsory levels. The one 
day course covers:

• the refugee experience for young people, including their prior education 
 experiences
• the impact of trauma on young people’s learning and wellbeing
• identifying strategies that teachers and other staff can use in the classroom that 
 support the recovery process
• exploring a whole school approach, and key areas where schools can increase 
 support for refugee background students
 

Participants will receive a copy of School’s In for Refugees: A whole school approach to 
supporting students of refugee background (VFST 2011).
 

Cost: This training is free. However, participants must register here: 
http://www.trybooking.com/cxQm

fOuNdATION HOusE pROfEssIONAL LEARNING, TERm 3/4,  2013

9

BRuNsWIck
Term 4

friday 29th Nov 2013

9am – 4:30pm

Foundation House
6 Gardiner St, Brunswick

 ONE DAY COURSE REGISTRATION ESSENTIAL http://www.trybooking.com/cxQm

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:murphys@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:careya@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:lannang@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:mcguffies@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:merrickf@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:smithc@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:okeefem@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:okeefem@foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.trybooking.com/BMXI
http://www.trybooking.com/BMXI
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16+ Engaging young people with disrupted Education

Lots of schools have developed innovative and creative ways to inform and engage with 
parents and carers.  How are schools working with families of refugee background? And 
what does ‘family engagement’ mean to parents and carers of refugee background, and to 
classroom teachers?

This workshop will look at how schools can build on their existing practices and provide 
bridges into the language and unwritten ‘rules’ of participating in school life in Australia. 
This workshop also provides an opportunity to consider the role of social inclusion as part of 
school life and the role that teachers and schools can play in contributing to this.

Prerequisites: ‘School’s In for Refugees’, or ‘The Refugee Experience’  

Cost: This training is free. However, participants must register here: 
http://www.trybooking.com/cxQu

dANdENONG
Term 4

Wednesday 23rd Oct 2013

4:30 - 7pm

Foundation House
155 Foster St, Dandenong

Prerequisites: ‘School’s In for Refugees’, or ‘The Refugee Experience’ 
Cost: This training is free. However, participants must register here: 
http://www.trybooking.com/cxQy

3 Hr SESSION 
REGISTRATION

ESSENTIAL
http://www.trybooking.com/cxQu

foundation House Resources
Foundation House resources are available free on the Foundation House website:
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/resources/publications_and_resources.htm

copyright: 
The Foundation House web site is operated by The Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture Inc (ABN 52 783 974 656) under the 
domain name www.foundationhouse.org.au

Aside from fair dealing as stated under the copyright law in Australia or of your country and as necessary for the functioning of the 
website and its program, no part of the website may be reproduced or transmitted in any shape or form or by any means without the 
prior written and documented permission of Foundation House. This prohibition does not extend to materials on the site which are 
expressed to be freely available for re-use or replication, subject to the conditions we specify.

Artwork, poetry, photographs and any other written material submitted by persons, including minors, remains the sole property of the 
contributing artist/writer/photographer and Foundation House. Material cannot be reproduced in any shape or form without the prior 
consent of the contributing artist/writer/photographer and Foundation House.

Foundation House takes no responsibility for the views or opinions expressed by individuals, groups and links appearing on our 
website.

Register early to secure your place.
For registration enquiries phone Kerry Munnery (03) 9389 8965 or email pdregistrations@foundationhouse.org.au

Foundation House 6 Gardiner Street Brunswick VIC 3056 T: 03 9388 0022 E: info@foundationhouse.org.au W: www.foundationhouse.org.au

BRuNsWIck
Term 4

Thursday 7th Nov 2013

4 - 7pm

Foundation House
6 Gardiner St, Brunswick

10

schools and families Working Together

All young people have the right to access education. This workshop explores ways in which 
social inclusion can contribute to the wellbeing, education and pathways of young people of 
refugee background with disrupted education. Participants will examine a social inclusion 
framework and strategies to support young people within and beyond the classroom.

3 Hr SESSION 
REGISTRATION

ESSENTIAL
http://www.trybooking.com/cxQy

http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.trybooking.com/CDSZ
http://www.trybooking.com/CDSZ
http://www.trybooking.com/BODK
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au/resources/publications_and_resources.htm
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:pdregistrations@foundationhouse.org.au
mailto:info@foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.foundationhouse.org.au
http://www.trybooking.com/BODK

