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I
From the Chair

I REMEMBER STRUGGLING with bureaucratic acronyms at my first meetings 11 years ago. And that we met

in the very cosy staff room in the first house in Parkville. I knew all the staff by name for some years, and

many of the clients.

Now, I know of many of the newer staff, some of the clients, and we have our meetings in an air-

conditioned meeting room in Brunswick. I still struggle with acronyms sometimes (though not so often!)

but there are many things that haven’t changed: the warm welcome, the great food, Paris, and the critical

difference Foundation House makes in all our lives—whether as clients, staff, friends or committee

members.

Being involved with the VFST is a privilege. I have learnt so much from so many about dignity,

respect, resilience and compassion.

The generosity of spirit and real commitment from all our people is awe inspiring, and I know how

lucky I am to be connected with Foundation House. As we mark our 20th anniversary and reflect on

another busy year, please accept our warmest thanks for whatever part you play in the broader journey and

community of Foundation House.

Lynne Haultain

Chair, Committee of Management



I
From the Director

IN 1987 when people first discussed the need for the VFST I doubt that any would have envisioned it

becoming what it is today. It has been an absolute privilege to work with an endless supply of skilled,

visionary and committed people to grow the VFST and support its mission. Be they management committee

members, staff, volunteers, supporters, other agencies or—most importantly—our clients, all have

contributed to the VFST’s growth. 

The cruelty inflicted on people at times of war casts an overbearing shadow on the lives of those left

in its wake. Doing nothing in the face of such atrocities can never be an acceptable, let alone moral, option.

How we respond helps survivors build new lives with dignity and respect. It also helps define who we are

and the type of world we want future generations to inherit. 

It is with great pride that I can say that for the past 20 years all of those associated with the VFST

have chosen to do something. They have made a vital difference to the lives of many people and in that

spirit, the VFST will continue delivering the highest standard of service for as long as it is required.

Paris Aristotle AM

Director
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P
Patrons

PATRONS NOT ONLY associate their names and reputations with our work but also give generously of their

time, networks, support and encouragement. We offer our sincere gratitude to our esteemed Patrons for

their generous participation:

F O U N D A T I O N  H O U S E  P A T R O N S  2 0 0 6 – 0 7

Emeritus Prof. Max Charlesworth AO

Ms Dur-é Dara OAM

Mr Andrew Demetriou

Hon. Mr Justice Marcus Einfeld AC CMG

Hon. Mr Justice Michael Kirby AC CMG

Prof. David Penington AC

Prof. Beverley Raphael AM

Mr David Scott AO

This year we farewell and extend our sincere gratitude to Patrons Hon. Mr Justice Marcus Einfeld

AC CMG and Prof. Beverley Raphael AM departing after long associations with us. We are delighted and

honoured to welcome Prof. David de Kretser,

AC, Governor of Victoria, and Mrs Jan de

Kretser as our Patrons-in-chief and Prof.

Hilary Charlesworth AM as a Patron. We

extend a very warm welcome and look forward

to long and happy relationships with them.

MRS JAN DE KRETSER, 
VFST PATRON-IN-CHIEF
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Direct Services 2006/07

T A B L E  1 :  C O U N T R Y  O F  O R I G I N  O F  V F S T  C L I E N T S  I N  2 0 0 6 – 2 0 0 7

IHSS GENERALIST BOTH TOTAL

Afghanistan 330 137 18 485

Bosnia and Herzegovina 2 40 5 47

Burma (Myanmar) 761 29 17 807

Burundi 86 18 17 121

Congo, Democratic Republic of 105 21 10 136

Croatia 4 6 10

East Timor 11 11

Eritrea 28 14 1 43

Ethiopia 64 89 12 165

Iran 40 60 4 104

Iraq 393 107 33 533

Kenya 10 1 1 12

Kosova 16 16

Liberia 112 23 7 142

Sierra Leone 27 7 6 40

Somalia 22 37 59

Sri Lanka 3 54 1 58

Sudan 864 269 54 1187

Tanzania 7 4 2 13

Timor (East) 6 9 15

Turkey 22 22

Vietnam 2 9 11

Other (25 countries with number less than 10) 21 71 4 96

Other (countries not listed in ABS at time of entry) 9 70 1 80

Total 2896 1124 193 4213

*IHSS = Integrated Humanitarian Settlement Strategy



ANNUAL REPORT 2006/07 | 7

T A B L E  2 :  V F S T  C L I E N T S  B Y  A G E ,  G E N D E R  A N D  P R O G R A M  2 0 0 6 – 2 0 0 7

IHSS GENERALIST BOTH NATURAL THERAPIES MENTAL HEALTH CLINIC

Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male

0-10 yrs 424 434 49 62 18 21 1 0 0 1

11-20 yrs 359 401 105 149 22 24 5 1 0 4

21-30 yrs 292 273 79 113 13 10 12 7 6 12

31-40 yrs 205 175 127 128 37 13 32 15 22 22

41-50 yrs 119 92 103 99 7 8 44 25 26 21

51-60 yrs 39 34 44 47 5 6 13 13 8 13

61+ yrs 28 21 11 8 5 4 5 0 1 2

1466 1430 518 606 107 86 112 61 63 75

T A B L E  3 :  T Y P E  O F  A S S I S T A N C E  P R O V I D E D  T O  V F S T  C L I E N T S  2 0 0 6 – 2 0 0 7
( H O U R S  %  O F  D I R E C T  S E R V I C E  T I M E )

Other 14%

Report Writing 2%
Referral Intake 2%

Natural Therapies 6%

Information Provision 1%

Counselling 44%

Case Conference 8%

Assessment 8%

Advocacy 12%

Accompanied Appointment 3%

Other 21%

Report Writing 1%
Referral Intake 1%

Natural Therapies 3%
Information Provision 2%

Counselling 36%

Case Conference 6%

Assessment 16%

Advocacy 10%

Accompanied Appointment 4%IHSS 
PROGRAM

GENERALIST 
PROGRAM
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T A B L E  4 :  N E E D S  A N D  P R O B L E M S  O F  V F S T  C L I E N T S  2 0 0 6 – 2 0 0 7
( %  F R E Q U E N C Y )

0-17 18+
MEDICAL years years

Dental IHSS 6 10

Generalist 11 12

Both 10 11

General Practitioner IHSS 54 54

Generalist 59 62

Both 44 50

Optometry IHSS 1 6

Generalist 3 4

Both 4 7

Specialist IHSS 2 3

Generalist 2 6

Both 4 7

Specialist – Psychiatry IHSS 0 1

Generalist 4 16

Both 1 6

SOCIAL LIVING

Family Violence IHSS 1 2

Generalist 12 11

Both 13 10

Marital or Family Discord IHSS 4 7

Generalist 23 32

Both 15 21

Family Breakdown IHSS 9 9

Generalist 23 35

Both 32 30

Employment IHSS 9 32

Generalist 5 44

Both 7 36

Financial – Income Support IHSS 24 34

Generalist 14 41

Both 40 42

0-17 18+
SOCIAL LIVING years years

Financial – Other IHSS 14 29

Generalist 14 35

Both 16 34

Higher Qualifications IHSS 0 6
Not Recognised Generalist 0 10

Both 3 10

Housing IHSS 24 39

Generalist 31 46

Both 43 53

Immigration (Sponsorship) IHSS 21 50

Generalist 22 37

Both 41 45

Mental Illness IHSS 3 3

Generalist 7 10

Both 12 6

Major Illness or Handicap IHSS 8 11
in the Family Generalist 16 26

Both 31 31

School Attendance IHSS 12 19

Generalist 10 7

Both 32 22

Significant Concern for IHSS 36 64
Family Overseas Generalist 43 61

Both 49 65

Since Arrival, Death of IHSS 1 4
a Close Relative or Friend Generalist 9 15

Both 7 6

Social Isolation IHSS 28 39

Generalist 35 53

Both 56 64
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T A B L E  5 :  V F S T  C L I E N T S ’  E X P E R I E N C E  O F  T O R T U R E  A N D  T R A U M A
2 0 0 6 – 2 0 0 7  ( %  F R E Q U E N C Y )

0-17 18+
PSYCHOLOGICAL VIOLENCE years years

Dangerous Flight IHSS 45 66

Generalist 65 69

Both 52 79

Detention of Family IHSS 12 16
or Friends Generalist 28 44

Both 11 35

Disappearance of IHSS 23 44
Family Members Generalist 21 31

Both 28 42

Forced Separation IHSS 40 64
from Family Generalist 48 69

Both 43 80

House Raided IHSS 10 24

Generalist 23 40

Both 23 35

Solitary Confinement IHSS 0 2

Generalist 2 13

Both 0 7

Subject to Mock Executions IHSS 1 5

Generalist 1 7

Both 5 9

Threat of Harm to Family IHSS 56 74

Generalist 61 81

Both 77 89

Witnessing Violence IHSS 39 68

Generalist 54 76

Both 60 84

Witnessing Others Killed IHSS 14 30

Generalist 12 36

Both 25 48

0-17 18+
PHYSICAL VIOLENCE years years

Severe Beating IHSS 1 10

Generalist 5 36

Both 3 28

Combatant IHSS 1 7

Generalist 0 6

Both 0 6

Rape IHSS 0 1

Generalist 2 8

Both 2 6

Sexual Assault other IHSS 0 3
than Rape Generalist 1 7

Both 0 8

Under Combat Fire IHSS 24 39

Generalist 18 31

Both 25 47

Damage to Teeth, IHSS 2 7
Genital Mutilation Generalist 7 18

Both 5 11

HARDSHIP

In Hiding IHSS 10 20

Generalist 14 20

Both 12 17

Internal Displacement IHSS 19 27

Generalist 23 27

Both 28 32

Lack of Food or Water IHSS 24 33

Generalist 32 23

Both 25 32

Lack of Shelter IHSS 21 30

Generalist 30 23

Both 26 31



0-17 18+
HARDSHIP years years

Refugee Camp IHSS 38 40

Generalist 42 24

Both 48 36

DETENTION

Detention – IHSS 1 1
Concentration Camp Generalist 1 2

Both 3 3

Detention – IHSS 0 1
Home Detention Generalist 0 1

Both 0 0

Detention Centre – IHSS 0 1
Australia Generalist 1 6

Both 0 0

Legally Sentenced – IHSS 0 1
Prison Term Generalist 0 6

Both 0 5

Summary (illegal) Detention IHSS 0 5

Generalist 1 14

Both 2 11

0-17 18+
LOSSES years years

War Related Loss* IHSS 6.1 15.3

Generalist 10.9 15.8

Both 9.7 23.0

Forced Separation IHSS 9.9 17.7

Generalist 10.5 15.5

Both 10.3 17.9

Non War Related Loss* IHSS 1.0 2.5

Generalist 2.0 4.0

Both 1.7 2.1

*10 is equivalent to a death of a parent for a young
child or death of a child.

CLIENTS PERFORM AT VFST LAUNCHES DURING 2007

T A B L E  5 :  V F S T  C L I E N T S ’  E X P E R I E N C E  O F  T O R T U R E  A N D  T R A U M A
2 0 0 6 – 2 0 0 7  ( %  F R E Q U E N C Y )  C O N T I N U E D
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E
Foundation House says Thank You!

EACH YEAR, the list gets longer. Ever increasing numbers of organisations, groups and individuals have

stepped forward to work together with Foundation House as it assists individuals, families and communities

from refugee backgrounds to build their lives in Australia. In addition to financial support, Foundation

House and its clients have benefited from a range of in-kind and pro bono assistance. It is very reassuring to

have so many friends committed to supporting our work. We appreciate the assistance and we value the

relationships we have formed with the people who offer it. 

Foundation House would like to acknowledge the financial and in-kind support of the following

organisations and individuals.

F U N D I N G  –  G O V E R N M E N T

Commonwealth Department of Health and
Ageing

Commonwealth Department of Family and
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs

Commonwealth Department of Immigration and
Citizenship

Dental Health Services Victoria

Victorian Department of Education and Training

Victorian Department of Human Services

Victorian Department for Victorian Communities

O T H E R  F U N D I N G  A N D  P A R T N E R S

Annamila Pty Ltd 

Allens Arthur Robinson

AndyInc Foundation

Australian Red Cross

ANZ Trustees

The Coles Group

City of Greater
Dandenong

The DARA Foundation

Donkey Wheel Ltd

Ecumenical Migration
Services

FASSTT

The Helen Macpherson
Smith Trust

Invergowrie Foundation

The Myer Foundation

Nordia Foundation

National Suicide
Prevention Strategy

Portland House
Foundation

Reichstein Foundation

Mr and Mrs Victor and
Fleur Spitzer

Victorian Health
Promotion Foundation

D O N O R S  A N D  S U P P O R T E R S

Alannah and Madeline
Foundation

Andrew Demetriou

Adriana O’Donnell

Brigidine Association

Berry St Victoria

The Body Shop 

Bill Wiglesworth

Chris Hibbert

Clayton Utz

David Addis

David Bilander



D O N O R S  A N D  S U P P O R T E R S  C O N T I N U E D

Dur-é Dara OAM and 
the EQ Café Bar team 

Djerriwarrh
Employment &
Education

Prof. David Penington
AC

EastWeb Foundation 

Estate of John Francis
Horwood

Footscray Youth
Housing Group

Gilmore College for
Girls

Genevieve Timmons

Hilary Charlesworth

Helen Fenney

Ian Anderson

Jeanette Bredborg

Lynne Haultain

Loretta Little

Melbourne Airport

Margaret Becher

Melbourne Community
Foundation

Melbourne City Mission

Margaret E. Johnson

McLeod Family Fund

Mackillop Family
Services

Michelle Groves

Michael Kane

Moyra McAllister

Paul Fisher

Presentation Sisters

Patricia Toohey

Ricci Swart

Rosamond Special
School

Rotary Young Carers
Scholarship Fund

Susan Brennan

The SilverGold Fund

Susan Humphries

Sunshine Magistrates
Court

Susan Robertson

The Queens Fund

William G Wiglesworth

Yolanda Ferguson
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I N - K I N D  S U P P O R T  A N D  S E R V I C E S

Alex Caldwell

Australian Football
League

Assunta Hunter

Adult Multicultural
Education Services

Altshul Printing

Alex and Paddy Stitt

Australian Weaving
Mills

Bayden Findlay

Braemar Graphic
Reproductions 

Cranlana

Craig Kidney

Circus Oz 

Clayton Utz

Designland

Dandenong Benevolent
Society

David Kelly

David Spitler

efirst Foodworks
(Beaumaris)

Flemington &
Kensington
Community Legal
Centre Inc.

Fawkner Community
House

Finrea Computer
Services

goodcompany.com.au

IGA (Seaview)

Ian McKenzie

Dr June Allan

John MacDonald

Dr Lee FitzRoy

Leonie Ibrahim

La Trobe University

Mediherb

Mark Carter

Madge Fletcher

Melbourne International
Arts Festival – Kristy
Edmunds

Mattie Sempert

Margaret Wehl & Family

Rotary Club (Narre
Warren)

Springvale Benevolent
Society

Steve Green

Sandra Kugis

Seaview Meats

St Vincent de Paul

Dr Sophie Xenos

Tibor Boka

Tommy Clarke

UNHCR Regional Office
Canberra

Victorian Equal
Opportunity & Human
Rights Commission

Wyndham City Council

Wael Mahmoud
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Financial Statements

T H E  V I C T O R I A N  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  S U R V I V O R S  O F  T O R T U R E  I N C
S T A T E M E N T  O F  F I N A N C I A L  P E R F O R M A N C E
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  3 0  J U N E  2 0 0 7 2007 2006
REVENUE $ $
Grants:
— Department of Health and Ageing 1,121,857 474,656
— Federal Government – Other 138,784 155,660
— Department of Human Services (VIC) 1,613,112 1,480,994
— Various trusts and funding sources 916,537 840,541
IHSS Contract – DIAC 1,723,116 1,403,379
Consulting and Training Fees 24,537 37,797
Interest 65,693 53,972
Membership Subscriptions 5,436 4,739
Donations 99,271 76,076
Publication Sales 515 2,210
Profit/(Loss) on Sale of Assets (25,429) (7,902)
Reimbursement, National Forum and Other Income 393,858 296,218

TOTAL REVENUE 6,077,287 4,818,340

EXPENDITURE

Salaries, Wages and On-costs 4,008,206 3,397,731
National Forum 11,394 27,685
Annual General Meeting 25,399 17,960
Bank and Credit Card Charges 2,111 1,601
Building Occupancy Costs 174,461 148,602
Equipment, Computing/IT and Furniture Supplies and Depreciation 96,524 195,073
Conferences, Seminars, Publications and Professional Development 16,657 24,234
Interpreting Costs 333,126 124,208
Program, Consultant, Contractor and Client costs 765,411 616,300
Advertising, Volunteer, Agency and Committee Expenses 42,656 30,291
Motor Vehicles Expenses and Depreciation 263,396 216,358
Client Travel Expenses 39,996 27,833
Printing, Stationery and Postage 56,209 77,978
Telephone Expenses 78,213 71,280
Audit Fees 8,200 4,380

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 5,921,959 4,981,514

OPERATING PROFIT  /  (LOSS) 155,328 (163,174)



T H E  V I C T O R I A N  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  S U R V I V O R S  O F  T O R T U R E  I N C
S T A T E M E N T  O F  F I N A N C I A L  P E R F O R M A N C E
F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  3 0  J U N E  2 0 0 7  C O N T I N U E D 2007 2006

$ $
Retained Earnings at Beginning of the Financial Year 509,075 672,249
Total Available for Appropriation 664,403 509.075
Transfer to Reserves — —

Retained Earnings at the End of the Financial Year 664,403 509,075

T H E  V I C T O R I A N  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  S U R V I V O R S  O F  T O R T U R E  I N C
S T A T E M E N T  O F  F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N  A S  A T  3 0  J U N E  2 0 0 7

2007 2006
ASSETS $ $
Current Assets
Cash 1,165,412 988,649
Term Deposit 25,000 100,000
Receivables 268,248 410,962
Prepayments 7,139 15,847

Total Current Assets 1,465,799 1,515,458

Non Current Assets
Building under Construction 8,000 0
Furniture and Equipment 130,441 69,822
Motor Vehicles 517,484 390,244

Total Non Current Assets 655,925 460,066

TOTAL ASSETS 2,121,724 1,975,524

LIABILITIES

Current Liabilities
Payables 409,702 295,434
Revenue Received in Advance 46,700 87,567
Grants Received in Advance 252,069 363,063
GST and PAYG 125,555 131,695
Provision for Annual Leave 307,675 273,220
Provision for Long Service Leave 51,714 120,289

Total Current Liabilities 1,193,415 1,271,268
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T H E  V I C T O R I A N  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  S U R V I V O R S  O F  T O R T U R E  I N C
S T A T E M E N T  O F  F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N  A S  A T  3 0  J U N E  2 0 0 7  C O N T I N U E D

2007 2006
LIABILITIES  CONTINUED $ $
Non Current Liabilities
Provision for Long Service Leave 263,906 195,181

Total Non Current Liabilities 263,906 195,181

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,457,321 1,466,449

NET ASSETS 664,403 509,075

EQUITY

Retained Earnings 664,403 509,075

TOTAL EQUITY 664,403 509,075

Full copies of the audited accounts are available on request.
The notes form part of these Financial Statements.

T H E  V I C T O R I A N  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  S U R V I V O R S  O F  T O R T U R E  I N C .
S T A T E M E N T  O F  C O M M I T T E E  O F  M A N A G E M E N T

The Committee of Management of
the Victorian Foundation for
Survivors of Torture Inc. declares
that:
(a) The financial statements and

notes:
(i) Comply with accounting

standards, other mandatory
professional reporting
requirements and the
Associations Incorporation Act
1981 as at the end of the
financial year, and

(ii)Give a true and fair view of
the Foundation’s financial
position and performance for
the financial year ended
30 June 2007.

(b) In the Director’s opinion, there
are reasonable grounds to believe
that the company will be able to
pay its debts as and when they
become due and payable.

This declaration is made with a
resolution of the Committee of
Management.

G. Timmons, Secretary
Signed at Brunswick 9/10/07

K. Walsh, Deputy Chairperson
Signed at Brunswick 9/10/07
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